TOWN OF BOXBOROUGH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
BOARD/COMMITTEE: Conservation Commission
MEETING DATE: February 2, 2022
TIME: 7:30 PM
PLACE: Remote Meeting pursuant to Current Executive Order
See instructions below.
7:30 Call to Order
TOPICS EXPECTED TO BE DISCUSSED (AGENDA):
Review Minutes and Correspondence New Business
For review and approval:
Minutes: January 19, 2022
Docs: ConsCom Annual Report
CoC 205 Flagg Hill Rd 113-524
Committee Reports: Chairman’s Reports (Reip)
Boxborough Conservation Trust (Koonce)
Best Meeting Practices (Reip / Nadwairski)
Community Preservation Committee (Reip)
Land Stewardship Committee (Hanover)
Water Resources Committee (Schmitt)
7:40 Annual Town Report Review
7:45 Taylor Farm Road Request for CoC 113-534
7:50 650 and 674 Mass Ave Enforcement Order and Restoration Plan
8:00 Notice of Intent Hearings Cont. 650 Massachusetts Avenue & 674 Massachusetts Avenue
8:15 Discussion: 95 and 105 Sargent Road Right of First Refusal
Ongoing: 199 Middle Road EO
313 Mass Ave OOC compliance and COC status
343 Depot Road
498 Stow Road encroachment
1102 Massachusetts Ave. EO
650 and 674 Mass Ave Enforcement Order
Invasives Management
Calendar: Feb. 16, 2022
March 2, 2022

Correspondence:
Email Boxborough Meadows HOA re: trees
Email A. Smith re: Patch Hill trails
Email Collins re: Sargent Rd
Email D. Smith re: Sargent Rd
Email Veley re: Sargent Rd
Email Bieber re: Sargent Rd
Email Bence re: Sargent Rd
Email Murphy re: Sargent Rd
Email Nolde re: Sargent Rd
Email Pierce re: Sargent Rd

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84145238615?pwd=TXhTczhqYnFvRTVFVzc2anJ4ZEV1dz09
Meeting ID: 841 4523 8615
Passcode: 838056
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,84145238615#,,,,*838056# US (Chicago)
+19292056099,,84145238615#,,,,*838056# US (New York)
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 841 4523 8615
Passcode: 838056
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdtjRF5sH7

TOWN OF BOXBOROUGH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
Meeting Minutes

Conservation Commission
January 19, 2022
7:30 PM
Zoom

Approved:

Members Present: Dennis Reip (Chair), Dave Follett, Norm Hanover, Liz Markiewicz, Steve Schmitt
and Hoff Stuart
Member absent: David Koonce
At 7:32 PM, Dennis called the meeting to order and noted this meeting is being conducted via Remote
Participation, pursuant to the Governor’s Executive Order due to the current outbreak of Covid-19.
Motion was made by Norm, seconded by Hoff and voted unanimously to approve the minutes of
January 5, 2022.
Dennis - yes, Dave - yes, Norm – yes, Steve – yes, and Hoff – yes. Liz recused.
Correspondence
By letter, Lynn Stahlberg commented about the Hill Road trail entrance to the Patch Hill property.
She mentioned a need or desire for 4 to 6 parking spots for people who want to walk dogs at Patch
Hill from this entrance location. Liz and Norm will work to develop options for more parking.
They will also review how to improve visibility of the large sign ( 4’ x 2’) near the road.
By email, the Commission received notification from Phyllis Campbell of the right of first refusal for
95 and 105 Sargent, acreage currently classified as forestry pursuant to Chapter 61 of MGL. The
notification included a copy of the Purchase and Sale Agreement for $1,250,000.00. Dennis reviewed
the past evaluation of this property by the Commission and their interest in it. He also mentioned the
Town of Boxborough’s options under the “Right of First Refusal”. Commission members spoke
favorably about recommending to the Select Board the purchase of the properties. Research will be
needed for this effort.
Motion was made by Dennis, seconded by Hoff and voted to approve expenditure not to exceed
$900.00 for legal services.
Dennis - yes, Norm – yes, Liz – yes, Steve – yes, and Dave – no, Hoff – no.
Discussion: 650 and 674 Massachusetts Avenue Enforcement Orders and Restoration Plans
Dave gave an update on the opinion of the Department of Environmental Protection about using the
previous Order of Conditions and “as built” plans as the benchmark conditions.
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Nick Facendola of Level Design Group, representing the property owner, expressed his opinion that
the “as-built” plan for the septic system for 674 Mass Ave. does not include updates to the site grades
taken before the septic system was installed and current grades are close to the plan. The Commission
agreed with that observation and conclusion. Nick will contact DEP directly to discuss concerns and
recommendations.
The applicant wants to restore the “cart path” access to the leaching field.
Nick made the comment that some of the observations made by Places Associates lacked enough
detail to be useful to the applicant. Places will be asked to provide specific details directly to Nick.
The discussion of the restoration plan will continue at the next meeting on Feb. 2, 2022 at a time to be
determined.
Bruce Ringwall was present on behalf of Meridian Homes to discuss his Request for a Certificate of
Compliance at 205 Flagg Hill Road.
The Commission will take this up at their next meeting.
At 10:11 PM, motion was made by Hoff, seconded by Dave and voted unanimously to adjourn.
Dennis - yes, Dave - yes, Norm – yes, Liz – yes, Steve – yes, and Hoff – yes.
Documents used during this meeting:
Agenda
Draft Minutes Jan. 5, 2022
Correspondence
Parcels Priority Draft List for OSRP (4/2/2014)
Town of Boxborough Open Space and Recreation Plan 2015 - 2022
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Goldsmith, Prest & Ringwall, Inc.

Memorandum
To:

Boxborough Conservation Commission

From:

Bruce Ringwall, Pres. GPR

Date:

December 30, 2021

Subject:

DEP#113-524 response to Places letter of December 4, 2021Rec’d 12/27/21

Copy:

Glen Kaufmann

GPR has attached the full (both pages) of the Form 8A. We have also attached highlighted
Special Permit Decision for the Boxborough Board of Appeals dated December 1, 2015.
Said decision points out many benefits to the community, the site and the environment of
removing the barn and farmhouse while replacing with a new single family dwelling structure
with much less impervious area on the property.
The Order of Conditions under additional conditions on page 7D of 10 states to replace the
splash pads with dry wells of appropriate capacity. The Subsurface Sewage Disposal
System New Construction Site Plan and Flow Profile called for a 3 ft by 3 ft by 3ft dry well be
installed for the foundation drain. The applicant and their site contractor installed two
additional dry wells to the north of the house within the buffer zone as the discharge points
were already within the buffer zone. Said dry wells were installed slightly larger than the
suggested pit. The excavation was filled with crushed stone roughly three-inch minus with
larger stone on the surface as one of the members of the Commission was concerned about
erosion of the stone and dry wells at the time.
As can be seen on the site there is no indication of erosion, sedimentation down gradient of
the pits or displacement of the stone. Therefore, the dry wells are of appropriate capacity for
the limited roof runoff they receive.
The development of 205 Flagg Hill Road is a vast improvement to the prior conditions.
Besides having far less impervious surface on the lot, the barn and associated farming
activities have been replaced with a grassy meadow that will continue to have woody plant
material grow in the buffer zone to naturalize the area. The septic system is now Title 5
compliant. All the conditions listed in the Order DEP #113-524 have been addressed. If the
Commission has any further questions, we would be happy to address them and / or meet on
site to address them first hand.

CIVIL ENGINEERING ⋅ LAND PLANNING ⋅ LAND SURVEYING
39 Main Street, Suite 301, Ayer, MA 01432 ⋅ Phone (978) 772-1590 ⋅ Fax (978) 772-1591
info@gpr-inc.com◌ּ www.gpr-inc.com

Goldsmith, Prest & Ringwall, Inc.

Memorandum
To:

Boxborough Conservation Commission

From:

Bruce Ringwall, Pres. GPR

Date:

November 24, 2021

Subject:

DEP#113-524 Additional documentation

Copy:

Glen Kaufmann

In November of 2017 GPR submitted a Request for Certificate of Compliance pursuant to
condition #26 of the Order of Conditions DEP #113-524 recorded at MSRD Bk 66811 pg 61.
During the review the Boxborough Conservation Commission felt the dry wells might not be
adequate in size and that erosion might occur on the down gradient side of the dry wells.
There was also a question as to whether there was adequate loam in the vegetative
restoration area of the previous barn structure.
We have attached the previous “request” along with eight pages of photographs of multiple
excavation pits to confirm the depth of loam throughout the restoration area and several
pictures of the roof drainage stone dry wells. As can be seen there is a minimum of 7” of
loam (many with more) in each. No signs of erosion or sediment down gradient of the dry
wells and the area is thick with vegetation.
As everyone has seen in passing over the last four years the growth of vegetation is full and
no sign of evidence of the removed barn.
On behalf of the applicant and our office we look forward to closing this Order at your next
regularly scheduled meeting.

CIVIL ENGINEERING ⋅ LAND PLANNING ⋅ LAND SURVEYING
39 Main Street, Suite 301, Ayer, MA 01432 ⋅ Phone (978) 772-1590 ⋅ Fax (978) 772-1591
info@gpr-inc.com◌ּ www.gpr-inc.com

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

DEP File Number:

WPA Form 8A – Request for Certificate of Compliance
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

Provided by DEP

A. Project Information
Important:
When filling out
forms on the
computer, use
only the tab
key to move
your cursor do not use the
return key.

1. This request is being made by:

Glenn Kaufmann , Meridian Homes, Inc.
Name

114 Newtown Road

Mailing Address

MA

Acton

City/Town

State

978-621-4393

01720
Zip Code

Phone Number

2. This request is in reference to work regulated by a final Order of Conditions issued to:

Glenn Kaufmann, Meridian Homes, Inc.
Applicant

113-524

October 7, 2015

Dated

Upon completion
3.
of the work
authorized in
an Order of
Conditions, the
property owner
must request a
Certificate of
4.
Compliance
from the issuing
authority stating
that the work or
portion of the
work has been
satisfactorily
completed.

DEP File Number

The project site is located at:

205 Flagg Hill Road

Boxborough

Street Address

City/Town

Assessors Map/Plat Number

Parcel/Lot Number

66

20

The final Order of Conditions was recorded at the Registry of Deeds for:

Dolly Bjorklund
Property Owner (if different)

Middlesex South

County

62587
Book

203
Page

Certificate (if registered land)

5. This request is for certification that (check one):
the work regulated by the above-referenced Order of Conditions has been satisfactorily completed.
the following portions of the work regulated by the above-referenced Order of Conditions have
been satisfactorily completed (use additional paper if necessary).

the above-referenced Order of Conditions has lapsed and is therefore no longer valid, and the
work regulated by it was never started.
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 8A – Request for Certificate of Compliance
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

DEP File Number:

Provided by DEP

A. Project Information (cont.)
6. Did the Order of Conditions for this project, or the portion of the project subject to this request, contain
an approval of any plans stamped by a registered professional engineer, architect, landscape
architect, or land surveyor?
Yes

If yes, attach a written statement by such a professional certifying substantial
compliance with the plans and describing what deviation, if any, exists from the plans
approved in the Order.

No

B. Submittal Requirements
Requests for Certificates of Compliance should be directed to the issuing authority that issued the final
Order of Conditions (OOC). If the project received an OOC from the Conservation Commission, submit
this request to that Commission. If the project was issued a Superseding Order of Conditions or was the
subject of an Adjudicatory Hearing Final Decision, submit this request to the appropriate DEP Regional
Office (see http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/about/contacts/find-the-massdep-regional-officefor-your-city-or-town.html).
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205 Flagg Hill Rd

DEP#133-524

Additional Documentation

Looking west at southwest corner of the vegetated restoration area.

Locations of loam observation holes.

GOLDSMITH, PREST & RINGWALL, INC

1

205 Flagg Hill Rd

DEP#133-524

Additional Documentation

Southern portion or restoration along Flagg Hill Rd.

Stone dry well from roof drains.

GOLDSMITH, PREST & RINGWALL, INC

2

205 Flagg Hill Rd

DEP#133-524

Additional Documentation

8” plus of loam at observation point.

GOLDSMITH, PREST & RINGWALL, INC

3

205 Flagg Hill Rd

DEP#133-524

Additional Documentation

10” and 11” of loam in observation pits.

GOLDSMITH, PREST & RINGWALL, INC

4

205 Flagg Hill Rd

DEP#133-524

Additional Documentation

Two more pits of 9” plus of loam.

GOLDSMITH, PREST & RINGWALL, INC

5

205 Flagg Hill Rd

DEP#133-524

Additional Documentation

7” and 10” of loam respectively.

GOLDSMITH, PREST & RINGWALL, INC

6

205 Flagg Hill Rd

DEP#133-524

Additional Documentation

7” and 9” respectively of loam.

GOLDSMITH, PREST & RINGWALL, INC

7

205 Flagg Hill Rd

DEP#133-524

Additional Documentation

Another Stone dry well from roof drains.

GOLDSMITH, PREST & RINGWALL, INC
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BOXBOROUGH CONSERVATION COMMISSION
ANNUAL REPORT 2021
Mission:
The Boxborough Conservation Commission (ConsCom) is a seven-member board that is appointed by the
Board of Selectmen. The Commission is responsible for managing the Town’s Conservation Land and for
administering the State Wetlands Protection Act and Town of Boxborough Wetlands Protection Bylaw.
The Commission meets on a regular basis on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of each month. The public is welcome
to attend. The Commission spends a majority of its time fulfilling its legal obligations under the Massachusetts
Wetlands Protection Act and the Boxborough Wetland Bylaw. Routine activity includes the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Issuing Orders of Conditions, Certificates of Compliance, Extensions and Determinations of
Applicability.
Performing site inspections as needed.
Striving to protect unique habitats, rare species and vernal pools.
Holding meetings, hearings and Commission deliberations as needed.
Advising other town boards on wetland matters.
Planning, managing and maintaining the comprehensive conservation trail system in Boxborough.
Maintaining all conservation land in Boxborough through the Land Stewardship (LanSCom) program.

The Commission continues to review the Boxborough Wetland Bylaw and has established policies for the
exemption of minor activities related to maintenance. Members periodically attend seminars and workshops.
Additionally, the Commission continues examining and discussing conservation land management practices.
Activity under the Wetlands Protection Act and Town Bylaw:
A landowner or developer is required to file a formal Notice of Intent (NOI) prior to doing any work within a
wetland and/or the 100’ adjacent land resource area commonly known as the “buffer zone”. During calendar
year 2020, the Commission reviewed 4 Notices of Intent (NOI), 4 Requests for Determination of Applicability
(RDA), and 1 Abbreviated Notice of Resource Delineation (ANRAD). The Commission issued 8 Certificates of
Compliance (CoC) and 1 Extended Order of Conditions
Year
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021

NOI
8
4
4
4
4

RDA
2
3
1
4
0

ANRAD
1
1
1
2

COC
7
6
1
8
3

Extensions
1
1
1

The fees, forms, instructional documents, and meeting minutes are posted on the town website.
Conservation Land Stewardship:

The Conservation Commission, Land Stewardship Committee (LanSCom) and Boxborough Conservation Trust
(BCT) continue to collaborate on acquiring new Conservation Land and managing existing Conservation
parcels. Trail maintenance and clearing remains an on-going effort with the LanSCom coordinating the
necessary labor that involves the service of the DPW along with a variety of volunteer labor provided by
LanSCom members, prospective Eagle Scouts, and other community service organizations.
The Commission also coordinates with other Town Boards and Commissions with land use interests, and
provides representatives to serve on the Community Preservation Committee and the Water Resources
Committee.
Acknowledgments:
There are a number of other people in town whose help contributes greatly to our mission. We are fortunate
to have a dedicated and tireless group of LanSCom volunteers, led by Liz Markiewicz, performing trail
maintenance and improvement work throughout the year. Other trail work volunteers include ABRHS
students and the Boy Scouts. Special thanks to Norm Hanover for his continued effort on the trail kiosks, signs
and markers, and to Ed Whitcomb for his efforts to maintain and improve the trails. We would also like to
thank Ed Kukkula and the Department of Public Works for their assistance with land and trail maintenance,
and the staff at town hall. We make a special thank you to Mary Nadwairski for all her help in keeping us
organized and for interacting so positively with the public and other boards.
Citizen Interest:
The Commission currently has one open seat. If you would like to find out more about assisting the
Commission as a Commission member, as an associate member, or as a land steward, please call any member
or Mary Nadwairski (978.264.1722) at Town Hall. Residents interested in making a donation to the
Conservation Trust Fund to aid in protecting open spaces are also encouraged to contact the Commission.

Respectfully Submitted,
Dennis Reip, Chair

Request for Certificate of
Compliance
DEP# 113-0534

Taylor Farm Road
Boxborough, MA
December 2021
Submitted to:
Boxborough Conservation Commission
29 Middle Road
Boxborough, MA 01719

Submitted by:
Meridian Homes, Inc.
87 High Point Road
North Chatham, MA 02650

Prepared by:
Goldsmith, Prest & Ringwall, Inc.
39 Main Street, Suite 301
Ayer, MA 01432
Project No:
141070

Table of Contents
WPA Form 8A - Request for Certificate of Compliance
Engineer's Statement
Applicant's Statement
Oxbow Associates, Inc. Wetland Replication Monitoring Report & Invasive Treatment
Attachments

Taylor Farm Road Construction Record Plans Sheets 1 to 5 of 5
Prepared by Goldsmith, Prest & Ringwall, Inc. Dated December 2021

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 8A – Request for Certificate of Compliance
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40
And the Boxborough Wetland Bylaw

DEP File Number:

113-0534

Provided by DEP

A. Project Information
Important:
When filling out
forms on the
computer, use
only the tab
key to move
your cursor do not use the
return key.

1. This request is being made by:
Meridian Homes, Inc.
Name

87 Highpoint Road
Mailing Address

North Chatham

MA

City/Town

State

02650

Zip Code

978-621-7701
Phone Number

2. This request is in reference to work regulated by a final Order of Conditions issued to:
Meridian Homes, Inc.
Applicant

June 01, 2016

113-0534

Dated

Upon completion
3.
of the work
authorized in
an Order of
Conditions, the
property owner
must request a
Certificate of
4.
Compliance
from the issuing
authority stating
that the work or
portion of the
work has been
satisfactorily
completed.

DEP File Number

The project site is located at:
Taylor Farm Road

Boxborough

20

81, 88, 89 & 92

Street Address

City/Town

Assessors Map/Plat Number

Parcel/Lot Number

The final Order of Conditions was recorded at the Registry of Deeds for:
Meridian Homes, Inc.

Property Owner (if different)

Middlesex South
County

67887
Book

400

Page

Certificate (if registered land)

5. This request is for certification that (check one):
the work regulated by the above-referenced Order of Conditions has been satisfactorily completed.
the following portions of the work regulated by the above-referenced Order of Conditions have
been satisfactorily completed (use additional paper if necessary).

the above-referenced Order of Conditions has lapsed and is therefore no longer valid, and the
work regulated by it was never started.
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands

WPA Form 8A – Request for Certificate of Compliance
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40
And the Boxborough Wetland Bylaw

DEP File Number:

113-0534

Provided by DEP

A. Project Information (cont.)

6. Did the Order of Conditions for this project, or the portion of the project subject to this request, contain
an approval of any plans stamped by a registered professional engineer, architect, landscape
architect, or land surveyor?
Yes

If yes, attach a written statement by such a professional certifying substantial
compliance with the plans and describing what deviation, if any, exists from the plans
approved in the Order.

No

B. Submittal Requirements
Requests for Certificates of Compliance should be directed to the issuing authority that issued the final
Order of Conditions (OOC). If the project received an OOC from the Conservation Commission, submit
this request to that Commission. If the project was issued a Superseding Order of Conditions or was the
subject of an Adjudicatory Hearing Final Decision, submit this request to the appropriate DEP Regional
Office (see http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/about/contacts/find-the-massdep-regional-officefor-your-city-or-town.html).
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November 24, 2021
Mr. Dennis Reip
Boxborough Conservation Commission
29 Middle Road
Boxborough, MA 01719
Re:

Wetland Replication Monitoring Report & Invasive Plant Treatment
Taylor Farm Road (Parcel 20-81)
Boxborough, MA 01719
[DEP File #113-0534]

Dear Mr. Reip & Members of the Commission:
In accordance with the Order of Conditions (6/1/2016, Book 62587/203 & 205) for the above
referenced property, Oxbow Associates, Inc. (OA) worked with the Applicant, Glen Kaufmann
of Meridian Homes, Inc., to create and install a compensatory wetland mitigation area
adjacent to Flagg Hill Road between October 10-13, 2016. OA submitted the “Wetland
Replication Report” dated December 9, 2016, following the construction of the wetland
replication area, satisfying Special Condition #50 of the Order of Conditions. The replication
area is located on the north side of Flagg Hill Road east of Taylor Farm Road, and measures
approximately 3,681 square feet (“Exhibit Wetland Replication Plan” (the Plan) by Goldsmith,
Prest & Ringwall, Inc. (GPR) dated May 2016).
OA submitted a Wetland Replication Monitoring Report (December 17, 2020), which
explained the extent of invasive plants observed in the Wetland Replication Area. The report
recommended selectively treating the patches of common reed (Phragmites communis) with
dilute glyphosate in the late growing season of 2021.
Invasive Control and Existing Conditions
OA (specifically S. Smyers) conducted the first round of treatment on September 17, 2021,
and another application on October 22, 2021. Both times, OA's licensed herbicide applicator
also treated patches of Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica), which has established west
of the wetland replication area including along Taylor Farm Road, as well as Asiatic
bittersweet (Celastrus orbiculatus), Japanese barberry (Berberis thungergii), and multiflora
rose (Rosa multiflora) scattered around the periphery of the Replication Area.
OA documented mostly hydrophytic vegetation within the replication area, which included a
diverse representation of native species including red maple (Acer rubrum), highbush
blueberry (Vaccinium corymbosum), spice bush (Lindera benzoin), winterberry holly (Ilex
verticillata), willow (Salix sp.), royal fern (Osmunda regalis), sensitive fern (Onoclea
sensibilis), cinnamon fern (Osmundastrum cinnamomeum), wool grass (Scirpus cyperinus),

spotted joe-pye weed (Eupatorium maculatum), soft rush (Juncus effusus), jewelweed
(Impatiens capensis), goldenrod (Solidago spp.), broad-leaved cattail (Typha latifolia),
eastern willow herb (Epilobium coloratum), bedstraw (Galium spp.), coneflower (Echinacea
purperea), Sphagnum sp. moss, and clearweed (Pilea pumila).
Regulatory Compliance & Recommendations
The Order of Conditions states that the requirements of the wetland replication area have
been met when 75% of the surface vegetation established is indigenous hydrophytic
vegetation growth. Although approximately 50% of the replication area consists of invasive
species (common reed), this year's herbicide treatment will greatly reduce the extent of the
infestation and will allow existing native species to fill the voids after common reed dies back.
After several seasons of growth, it was impossible to locate each individual planted trees,
shrubs, and ferns, but there were many indications that the species planted are currently
represented in the Replication Area. In general, the area has dense groundcover and there
were no indications of exposed soil or erosion. If there are any erosion control barriers
present, they should be removed, but OA did not notice any around the Replication Area.
As required in Special Condition #51, OA provided invasive plant control implementation
(selective herbicide treatment) focusing on the common reed, Asiatic bittersweet, Japanese
barberry, and multiflora rose to bring the replication area into compliance. The first round of
treatment was moderately effective on the common reed and the effectiveness of the second
round will not be fully realized until 2022 and further into the future. Based on OA's
experience, two treatments of common reed can be very effective for several seasons.
Furthermore, the Applicant authorized additional invasive control targeted on Japanese
knotweed that is not related to wetland restoration project and this should be considered by
the Boxborough Conservation Commission as an improvement to the buffer zone.
In general, OA believes the restoration area currently provides valuable ecological functions
and is equivalent to many "natural" freshwater wetlands around in Boxborough (where
invasive plants are common). However, as the biodiversity of the vegetation improves when
the invasives die back, these functions will be enhanced.
If you have any questions, please contact me at 978-929-9058 ext. 103.
Sincerely,

Scott D. Smyers, M.S.
Senior Scientist
cc:

Meridian Homes, Inc.
Goldsmith, Prest & Ringwall, Inc.

encs.
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Representative Wetland Replication Site Photos

Photo 1: East side of the wetland replication area from stone barrier, south of replication area
on October 22, 2021.

Photo 2. Coneflower on September 17, 2021

3

Photo 3: Site conditions from east side of wetland replication area, looking northwest on October 22, 2021

Photo 4: Site conditions of the center of the wetland replication area, looking east. Wool grass is mixed
with common reed (partly dying back from the first herbicide treatment (October 22, 2021)
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PLACES Associates, Inc.

Certified WBE

January 31, 2022
Planning Board
29 Middle Road,
Boxborough Ma 01719
Re:

Request for Bond Release
As-Built Plan Review
Taylor Farm Rd
Project No. 5113

Dear Board Members:
This office has reviewed documentation for the Street Acceptance of Taylor Farm Road and the
associated bond reduction request. We have been inspecting this project throughout the construction
process and any issues that have arisen have been taken care of promptly.
We offer the following comments on the information submitted:
1. Construction Record Drawings:
a. The stormwater basins need spot elevations along the berms, at the overflow weirs and the
as-built elevations related to the berms should be run through HydroCAD to confirm that the
overall drainage system will function as designed. It is our recommendations that the asbuilt add these details and that the design engineer substitute the as-built stormwater basin
data into their HydroCAD model (including the actual basin volumes) and provide the
comparison of the as-built drainage to the proposed. They should provide the drainage
calculations as well as revised plans and a summary.
b. Electric transformer and communication boxes on Parcel 1 near the corner of Lot 11 are not
shown. As the direct access to these utilities are blocked by the existing guard rail, it is
recommended that Littleton Electric confirm that this is acceptable to them.
c. Street trees on Lot 11 are not shown
d. The flush electric box on Lot 2, near the Feno Bound is not shown.
e. Three street trees on Lot 7 and 2 on Lot 2 show severe damage to the bark and at least
one of them will likely need to be replaced. It is recommended that these trees be reevaluated in the spring.
f. Lot 4 mailbox is not shown. Two communications boxes on Lot 4, near the start of the
guard rail are not shown.
g. The edge of pavement/berm is not shown at the cul-de-sac.
h. Two mailboxes on Lot 6, in front of the guardrail are not shown.
i. The IP capped set in concrete on Lot 4 was not found due to snowbanks.
j. There are street trees and shrub plantings along the lower portion of the roadway which are
not shown on the as-built plans. As these are required plantings for the subdivision, they
should be shown on the as-built so it is clear that they were installed as required. We

256 Great Road, Suite 4, Littleton MA 01460 · (978) 486-0334 · www.placesassociates.com

